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James Zerubabel Haig (1790-1840) spent some years in
France, immediately preceding the Revolution. In a diary,
some parts of which have been published, he vividly recorded
life at the Court of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette, and
pictured the fashionable gaieties at Paris and Versailles.
Douglas Haig, although descended from the foregoing
Berwickshire worthies, belonged to the Clackmannanshire
branch of the Haig family that originated with Robert Haig,
second son of the seventeenth Laird of Bemersyde, settling on
' the Thorsk estate of the Earl of Mar in Stirlingshire in 1627,
and from there his descendants spread into the counties of
Clackmannan and Fife,
William Haig of Kincaple, born in 1771, had a son, Hugh
Veitch Haig of Cameron Bridge, Fifeshire, who was the grand-
father of Douglas Haig. The wife of this ancestor was the
widow of Major Foote Morrison of Greenfield, and their
children were two sons and two daughters. One son, John,
espoused Miss Rachel Veitch, as stated earlier, and the couple
became the parents of Douglas Haig.
The birth of the young Scot elicited no sign from the augur-
ies that he was fated to be anything out of the common, and
not much is known of his early days. The boyhood of great
men rarely gives a reliable indication of their future careers,
else Haig might have become a sailor or an engineer,
for he was fond of boats and was keenly interested in
machinery.
Of the boyhood of another great man we know scarcely more
than that he was the " fool of the family," who scared his little
community by climbing a church steeple at the risk of a broken
neck, and who was despatched to the East by his despairing
progenitors, who were glad to get rid of him. Such was the
inauspicious beginning of Robert Clive, who afterwards enriched
the British Crown with its brightest jewel, India. He achieved
fame in the building of the Empire, and it would be the lot of